LAVENHAM

the life of a county town at a time when such towns were pro-
vincial capitals. In the absence of industry, Bury was but
mirroring the life of the county. Suffolk's cloth trade, which
had formerly occasioned the growth of numerous busy towns,
had declined and the towns were fast becoming villages again
with only their large churches and fine houses as reminders of
their past.

Of all these ' decayed towns ' none is more beautiful than
Lavenham, seven miles from Bury.    The wool trade from
Norwich, which spread there in the fourteenth century, was
responsible for the rise of the town, which once was numbered
among the seventy large towns of England.    Lavenham was
famed for its blue cloth and later for says and calimancoes.
Though, since Domesday, the land was the property of the
de Vere Earls of Oxford, the government of the town was in
the hands of the Clothiers' Guild, whose fine timbered Hall
still stands.    The magnificent church of St. Peter and St.
Paul, in the Perpendicular style, was the work of two clothiers,
Thomas Spring and Simon Branch, who combined with the
Earl of Oxford to build it.   Without are displayed their coats
of arms and within are their finely carved chantries.   The
streets of Lavenham, sloping steeply from the market-place
and climbing up again to the church, are lined with fifteenth-
century houses, some colour-washed pink with the fleur-de-lis of
the Flemish weavers or the mitre of St. Blaise, their patron saint,
on their plaster walls ;  others with silver-grey half-timbering
and projecting first storeys.   A few houses have Georgian bow
windows thrust into them, and graceful doors with classical
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